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Prof Lynn Futcher was born in Port Elizabeth and attended Erica Girls’ Primary School
and Collegiate Girls’ High School. She obtained a BSc in Computer Science at the
University of Port Elizabeth, a BTech in IT at PE Technikon and a Masters and PhD in IT at
the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. She also has a Higher Education Diploma
from UNISA.

Prof Futcher started her academic career as a junior lecturer in the Faculty of Computer
Studies at PE Technikon on 1 July 1999, after 10 years at the CSIR, Textile Division (now
Ocean Sciences campus). She is currently a professor in the Department of IT
Management and Governance within the School of IT, Faculty of EBET, where she was
also the Head of Department from 2020 to 2024. She plays a leading role in advancing
research in the Faculty and institution and serves as the Deputy Director of the Centre
for Research in Information and Cyber Security (CRICS). Prof Futcher is the Programme
Manager for the MPhilin IT Governance qualification and is also the Chair of the School
Postgraduate Studies Committee.

As a National Research Foundation (NRF) C1-rated researcher, Prof Futcher's research
centres on information and cybersecurity education, secure software development, and
the human dimensions of cybersecurity. Her broader research interests include IT
governance and management, human—-computer interaction, user experience, and
usable security. Through her research, teaching, and postgraduate supervision, she
seeks to advance cybersecurity education and skills development in South Africa,
contributing to the development of cyber-resilientindividuals, organisations, and society
in an increasingly complex digital environment.

Prof Futcheris currently supervising 5 PhD candidates and 10 Master’s students and over
the years has successfully graduated numerous PhD and Master's students. Over the
past 2 decades, she has published 30 peer-reviewed journal articles and over 40
conference papers. In addition to serving as a reviewer for the National Research
Foundation (NRF), she regularly acts as an external examiner for postgraduate research
at universities in South Africa and internationally. She has also made significant
contributions to the global cybersecurity research community through leadership roles
as Programme Chair and Conference Chair for several international conferences,
including the IFIP International Conference on Information Security and Privacy and the
World Conference on Information Security Education.

Prof Futcher has beeninvolved in the International Federation for Information Processing
(IFIP), Working Group 11.8 since 2005, which promotes information security education,
training, and awareness across academia, government, and industry. Over the past 2
decades, she has held several leadership roles within IFIP WG 11.8. In January 2024, she
was appointed as the South African representative to IFIP Technical Committee 11
(TC11), which focuses on security and privacy in information processing systems, and
she currently also serves as the TC11 Working Group Coordinator.



As a Professional Member of the Institute of IT Professionals South Africa (IITPSA), Prof
Futcher has made significant contributions to the ICT profession. She served as a non-
executive board director from 2021 to 2025, is a long-standing member of the Eastern
Cape Chapter and participates actively in the IITPSA Cybersecurity Special Interest
Group (SIGCyber). In November 2025, she was conferred as a Fellow of the IITPSA for her
exceptional contribution made to the Institute, the industry, and the profession.

Outside academia, she enjoys spending time at home in the countryside with her family,
friends, and pets. As an avid equestrian, she has competed at both regional and national
levels in show jumping, eventing, and dressage.



